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As of Dekad 17, 2006, zipped WINDISP images are made available for download from the EROS anonymous ftp site:

There are only 3 basic steps required to download the images.  A brief explanation on naming convention and product description is documented below.

Step 1: Connect to the EROS ftp server at

ftp://edcftp.cr.usgs.gov

Step 2: Go to the following sub directory (CD to)

/pub/edcuser/fewsips/dekadal/%region%/

Files are organized by region, where region takes one of the following:

Afghan

Africa_cont

Africa_east

Africa_south

Africa_west

Central_America

Haiti

Step3. Download the latest dekadal images for your region and/or interest

NOTE:  data are retained on the EROS ftp server for 7 calendar days and are then auto-deleted.

I) Description of Zipped images: Region codes and product description 

Zipped file naming convention

W%yy%%kk%%rg%%f%.zip (example: w0617ee.zip for 2006 dekad 17, east Africa-long rains)

Where:

W: single character “w” stands for WRSI

yy: two digit year, e.g., 2006 as 06

kk: two digit dekad,  e.g., dekad 16

rg: two character region code as shown in the following table

f: a single character to differentiate windip and bil images. This only applies to Central America and Haiti.

Table 1:  Region code and season description.

	Region 
	Region code in image file
	Remarks: crop specific WRSI and season

	Africa_south
	SA


	Corn 

	Africa_west
	WA

W1
	Millet

	Africa_east
	EE

ET

EK

E1

E2
	Corn: long season (mar-nov)

Corn: short season (sep-feb)

Sorghum: ‘belg’ season (mar-nov)

Rangeland: short rains (sep-jan)

Rangeland: long rains (mar-jul)

	Central_america*
	C1

C2
	Corn: premera season (apr-sep)

Corn: postrera season (aug-dec)

	Haiti*
	H1

H2
	Corn: 1st season (mar-sep)

Corn: 2nd season (aug-dec)

	Afghan
	FS

FW

FI
	Spring Wheat

Winter Wheat

Irrigated Winter Wheat

	*: Central America and Haiti contain both windisp (W) and bil (B) images.

Example.

*C1W.zip is for windisp images
*C1B.zip for bil images


Crop specific simulation was conducted based on the predominant crop in the region; however, the index is also indicative of other cereal crops in the region growing in the same season.

The zipped files contain Onset of Rains (surrogate for crop Start of Season, SOS), Crop Water Requirement Satisfaction Index (WRSI) and Soil Water Index (% WHC) for your region in Windisp Format. Also, included are anomaly images for WRSI and SOS, and a season progress image. The corresponding WINDISP color files are also included. The attached word document (wrsi_color.doc) lists the relationships between images and color files.

II) Using the USGSWRSI.CMD for display in windisp

You may use the revised USGSWRSI.CMD windisp batch file to display all 8-images in one screen (read more below). 

WINDISP: User-friendly, Windows-based software for satellite image display and analysis. 

                      You may download the latest WINDISP from the following FAO web site for free:

                          http://www.fao.org/WAICENT/faoinfo/economic/giews/english/windisp/windisp.htm.

For the display of the 8-images, once you download and unzip the images to your local directories, you simply run the batch file program that was sent separately (USGSWRSI.CMD). Download this file and save it in your favorite WINDISP tools directory. The program is fairly interactive and should display all the 8-images in 8-windows so that you can review all of them at a glance. Should you require to change the default values, you may edit the USGSWRSI.CMD file using any text editor and save it as a *.CMD file. 

To use the program, start WINDISP ==> Batch ===> Play (c:\...\USGSWRSI.CMD)

If you wish to receive the batch program, please send an e-mail request.
NOTE: You can also view the graphics at the USGS-FEWS Africa Data Dissemination Service (ADDS) homepage: http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/adds/
You may use these products as semi-quantitative indicators for monitoring crop or rangeland conditions in the growing season. Please send back your comments on the usefulness and accuracy of these products in relation to  field reports.

III) Summary of Products:

WyyddDT.IMG:   Start of Season map showing dekads where planting started in the  WRSI model.

WyyddDD.IMG:  SOS anomaly maps:  Average SOS minus current SOS

WyyddDL.IMG:  Length of Growing Period Fraction ("Season Progress")

 Note: possible start areas (as of this dekad)  may show the previous dekad or this dekad as the start dekad if  enough rainfall is registered in this dekad and the next  dekad(s). The OR algorithm requires three dekads before a start dekad is confirmed (see the readme file).

WyyddDO.IMG  Current WRSI values showing crop condition until this dekad 

WyyddEO.IMG  Forecast WRSI values showing crop condition at the end of the season using long-term average climatic data

WyyddDW.IMG Current  Soil Water Content Index showing the moisture status at the end of the dekad

WyyddER.IMG WRSI Anomaly map;   extended WRSI as a percentage of  median WRSI (1996 - 2002/03)

WyyddEP.IMG WRSI Anomaly map;   extended WRSI as a percentage of the previous year  WRSI

yy: two digit year

dd: two digit dekad

For example:  W0101DO will be simulation at the end of January 10, 2001;  W0136DO represents December 31, 2001.

A more detailed “readme” document is located at the following ADDS websites

WRSI

http://igskmncnwb015.cr.usgs.gov/adds/readme.php?symbol=ws
Soil and Water Index

http://igskmncnwb015.cr.usgs.gov/adds/readme.php?symbol=or
Start of Season (SOS)

http://igskmncnwb015.cr.usgs.gov/adds/readme.php?symbol=sw
Note: read the Onset of Rain (OR) map while interpreting the WRSI images. Particularly when the OR indicates dekads labeled as "<= Dekad", the actual rainy season could have started much earlier than the labeled dekad, in which case the WRSI values are not really representative of the crop condition of those areas with that OR. Thus, WRSI is more reliable for areas whose OR occurred after the initial label.

 Again, please note that your comments and suggestions will help improve the accuracy and significance of these products. Send your comments at senay@usgs.gov.
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