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These images were acquired by Landsat 8 and show S
Lake and Lake Oroville, California in July 2021 and 201
(more typical conditions). The tan fringes around the wa
In the 2021 acquisitions are areas of the lakebed that &
underwater when the reservoirs are closer to full capa'
observation 1s commonly referred to as a “bathtub rin 1"

Shasta Lake Is the largest reservoir and third large
body in California. It feeds into the Sacramento River wa
and is a key water source for the agricultural lands of tl
Californian Central Valley. As of June 16, 2021, Shasta La
1.87 million acre feet (maf) of water, or about 41% of ¢
and 49% of the historical average for July. Between J
July 2021 the lake level dropped 106 feet (32 meters) in eley

Lake Oroville is California’s second largest reservoir. From
June 2019 to June 2021 the reservoir dropped 190 feet (58
meters), from 895 to 705 feet above sea level. The record --'I‘OW".._ii-’;?: |
646 feet, set in September 1977. Y

These reservoir deficits have been exacerbated by a Iae_
of snowmelt running down from the Sierra Nevada range
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from last year.
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California state government has issued drought proclamatrons
for 41 of California’s 58 counties, and people in many ’ /
communities are being asked to conserve water. Federal and ;
state authorities have also reduced annual water allocations
to farmers and cities in several areas. The cutbacks will Irker
remain in effect until winter rain and sn now falls. £
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 This story originally appear ed on the Earth Ubserr.{atory Visit NASA Earth 2
- Observatory to view _the full, original record. - .
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Source NASA Earth a@érvaﬁ images by Lauren Dauph/n usmg Landsar

U.S. Department of the Interior Y= L X .
U.S. Geological Survey _ e . T i e U Sy R, Ly




