Intro for episode page: Invasive grasses are degrading sagebrush in western states. Can sheep help us restore these ecosystems?
ADD LINK: Download and Transcript Access
Eyes on Earth Episode 135 – Exotic Annual Grasses and Sheep Grazing

Summary: 
Exotic annual grasses, or EAGs, are invasive species. They outcompete native grasses. They are extremely flammable. And they are expanding into higher elevations. Targeted sheep grazing is one way to combat these invasive grasses, manage fire risk, and help restore native sagebrush in western states. 

The EROS team releases weekly EAG maps during the peak green-up in late April to early June, along with annual phenology maps to show the seasonal timing of the green-up. Dr. Kelly Hopping at Boise State University is using these maps to see whether targeted sheep grazing can help manage EAGs. The maps help researchers work with sheep producers to know when is the best time to move the sheep into those areas so their grazing can do the most good. The sheep then, as a part of the team solving the problem of invasive grasses, get to eat in the field when they might not otherwise have grazing available.
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More about EAGs and Sheep Grazing:
· Life on the Range—Targeted Grazing Study
· Early Estimates of Exotic Annual Grass (EAG) in the Sagebrush Biome, USA, 2025 
· Exotic annual grass (EAG) phenology estimates (September 2024)
· Rangeland Condition Monitoring, Assessment, and Projection (RCMAP)

Related Episodes:
· Episode 66: Exotic Annual Grasses
· Episode 45: Harmonized Landsat Sentinel Data
· Episode 42: Rangelands of the U.S.
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