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Mapping Water Use: Landsat and
America’s Water Resources

« \/iSiOVl Water is one of our nation’s most important natural
resources, one that's long been considered inexhaustible.
to O(VS@V‘\/@ Yet changes in land use, climate, and population
demographics are placing unprecedented demands on
Earth for America’s water supplies. As droughts rage and aquifers
dwindle, people are wondering: Is there enough water to
the benelit  meetall our needs?

»
OJ[ 0\“ Using Landsat satellite data, scientists with the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) developed a technique . -
to map water-use for agriculture. Landsat’s vast
archive of imagery also makes it possible to create
maps that span decades revealing long-term o :_.ts’"
trends in water use. iadorls F Yot f: 4
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Landsat and water-use maps help us be good :
stewards of our water resources. .

* Where is water being used, how much,

and by whom. s

e Which types of crops use the most,
or least, water. i

e Can water be used more efficientl
without impacting crop yields.
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