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Landsat Helps Bolster Food Security
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Landsat’s ability to capture Nature at its most unforgiving
moments has become a valuable asset to decision makers
across the world facing food insecurity in their homelands.

Remote imaging of Earth’s natural resources is a critical
component of the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS
NET) project started in 1985 by the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID). That effort relies extensively on the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) and other federal agencies to get
timely, accurate data to participating countries in Africa, Central
America, and Central Asia for the early detection of agricultural
drought and to mitigate famine.

To assist in FEWS NET's mission, Landsat data:

e Can help accurately predict water availability
and usage in a region when combined with
precipitation and runoff data.

¢ Produce vegetation indices from satellite data
to describe the relative density and health of
vegetation in a particular region.

¢ \alidate assessments that enable agencies like
USAID to prioritize where food assistance should
be directed.
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