
Sustained Land 
Imaging
For the past 41 years, Landsat satellites have acquired and 
made available global, moderate-resolution, multispectral 
measurements of land and coastal regions, providing humankind’s 
longest record of our planet from space.

The free and open availability of the Landsat data enables the 
measurements to be used routinely by decision makers both 
inside and outside the Government, for a wide range of natural 
resource issues, including:

•	 Water resource management
•	 Wildfire response
•	 Agricultural productivity
•	 Rangeland management
•	 Effects of climate change

The latest in the Landsat series of Earth observation satellites, 
Landsat 8, officially began its mission on May 30, 2013 to extend 
an unparalleled four-decade record of Earth’s land surface as 
seen from space.  

With Landsats 7 and 8 on orbit, the USGS is providing data every 
eight days for any location on the Earth’s landmasses to anyone, 
anywhere, at anytime. 
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