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50 YEARS ARND @O@MTHW@

Peerless History, Unparalleled Value, Boundless Future ' ' Celebrating

The Landsat Program éhanged the world, just by looking at it. The first Landsat marked the beginning of a’land
remote sensing era that redefined the way we map and manage our landscapes, track the health of crops,
prepare for and respond to'disasters, and much more. Its 50-year record is the baseline history of Earth surface

conditions; its unmatched data quality sets the standard to which all other Earth observing satellites— publ|c —
- Y EAF[S
and pr|vate allke aspire. ’
; Landsat
Landsat is a crltlcal public resource. Its annual economic beneflt to the United States is more than twice * 1972-2022
. the cost of a single satellite (Straub and others, 2019). Agricultural producers water resource managers,
flreﬂghters urban planners and others lean on Landsat.
The FULUTE of Landsat? r
More and better. More frequent observatfons, improved r
sensors and details of ¢ hange, higher-resolution imagery,

commercial and international data partnerships to augment
its scientific data record—all while preserving the
continuity of a satellite record of unmatched quality.

ForLandsat,BDyears.is Only the beginning.
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Landsat: 50 Years and Counting

Peerless History, Unparalleled Value, Boundless Future

Landsat 1 marked the beginning of a land remote sensing era that redefined the Wyae/we map a
manage our landscapes, track crop health, prepare for and respond to disasters, and more.

50-year record serves as the baseline history of Earth surface conditions; its unmatched data
sets the standard to which all other Earth observing satellites—public and private alike;g'_smﬁ.

Landsat is a critical public resource: Its annual economic benefit to the United States is more than
twice the cost of a single satellite (Straub and others, 2019). Agricultural producers, water resource
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managers, fire fighters, urban planners and others lean on Landsat. = 19772-% 22'
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A worldwide crop failure in 1972 sparked the . g .‘ )
e le, satellite-based crop itorii Huhhalﬁﬁlnclen AK, August 7, 1 i Chernobyl, Ukraine, %
program. By the mid-1970s, scientists were using B o L, f ] r o - . ¥ B
Landsat to predict crop yields over large areas from 3 e l“ ot ., d
above for the first time. Landsat has been a crop .l g = e .
health resource ever since. kg . = e __-__'? e
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4 _ Kilimanjaro, January 24, 1976 ark- , WY, 1}
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Land cover—cropland, wetlands, pasture, urban, etc.— 0 i1 ﬂ
affects ecosystem health, disaster risk and human and 2 00 0 s o < =T b ¥ E a
wildlife health. In the 1990s, work began on the first Landsat- b ” 3 e
based land cover maps of the United States. Such maps have - g

become foundational to land change science. W 5 -
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When Brazil launched an ambitious plan
to reduce deforestation in 2004, using
Landsat imagery to track its progress,
its forest losses dropped dramatically
throughout the decade. Today, Landsat
is the backbone of incentive programs
that compensate countries for reducing
i lated carbon emissit
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i The Betsihoka River in northern Madagascar, December.7, 2021 . ‘_'“ -
In the 2010s, Landsat helped scientists map o .'__ " AT

30 years of water use efficiency for parts of " pe
the United States. This infc tic ided
e United States. This information provide The ;futu re
~ of Landsat?

CHesa'pe__a_kg Bay, October-November 2014

crucial decision support to authorities in
regions with limited water resources.
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‘Mor‘?’ﬁ'nd better. More frequent observations, improved sensors and details of change, higher-
. resolution imagery, commercial and international data partnerships to augment its scientific

3 _ data record—all while preserving the continuity of a satellite record of unmatched quality
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~ For Landsat, 50 years i hi
‘only the beginning.
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