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Blue Mounds State Park
Rock County, Minnesota

A NED Highlight


Blue Mounds State Park rises more than 30 meters (~100 feet) above the flat landscape of farms and the small community of Luverne, Minnesota.  This cornucopia-shaped bluff consists of Sioux Quartzite, a dark-pink to dark-red, metamorphic rock of Precambrian age.  This rock unit is also interbedded with a red to purple shale and catlinite, a metamorphic mudstone (argillite), also known as pipestone.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pipestone has been used by Native Americans for centuries to make sacred pipes.  A small quarry of catlinite is located just over 35 kilometers (~23 miles) to the north of Blue Mounds State Park, in Pipestone County, at the Pipestone National Monument.
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